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4-Year Graduation Rates by Freshman Absence Rates

Our Attendance Rate

Our Chronic Absentee Rate

Year-to-Date

Our Target

Year-to-Date

Last 7 Days

Last 30 Days

Last 14 Days

87%

kindergarten and 1st
grade students miss a
month of school each year

1 in 10
63%

In some schools, it’s as high as 1 in 4
41%

21%

Whether you walk, ride, pedal,
drive, or take the bus…
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Days Absent per Semester of Freshman Year

… Let’s get to school

Source: Consortium on Chicago School Research at the University of Chicago, July 2007

Each year, nearly

More than 75% of

230,000

chronically absent
students in California

elementary students
are chronically absent

are also students

across the State of California

of poverty

Students
who cannot read
on-level in 3rd grade
are 4 times more
likely to drop out
than kids who
can read at
grade level

Attending school every
day matters for
students in
every grade level

Who can read on grade level at the
end of 3rd Grade?
64%

Early
absences
can affect later
achievement, since
students can miss
some of the key building
blocks for learning.

43%

of kids with 90-95% attendance in Kindergarten
and 1st grade

41%
Absences add up more quickly
than you realize, given that
just two days a month can
mean 18 absences a year.

17%

of kids who attended 95% or
more of Kindergarten and 1st
grade

of kids who missed 10% or more of school in
Kindergarten or 1st grade

of kids who missed 10% or more of school in
Kindergarten and 1st grade

Source: Applied Survey Research & Attendance Works (April 2011)

Important Terms
Attendance
Rate
Percent of
students who
were in school
each day

Excused
Absence

Chronic
Absence

Truancy

Average Daily
Attendance (ADA)

Valid excuses may
include illness, doctor
or dentist
appointments, personal
reason justified by a
parent or guardian and
other reasons within
the discretion of school
administrators.

In California, chronic
absence is defined as
being absent for ANY
reason (excused or
unexcused or
suspended from
school) for at least
10% of the school
year.

In California, a
student is truant if
(s)he is absent or
tardy by more than
30 minutes without
a valid excuse on 3
occasions in a
school year.

ADA is the number of days of
school a student attends divided
by the total number of days of
instruction. A student attending
every day would equal one ADA.
ADA is typically calculated
school-wide, rather than the
student-level.

