Mr. Kel-Artinian’s Scholar’s Analysis  – Trigonometry  
Course Information
Personal Background: I have over 25 years of mathematics teaching experience. It includes teaching AP Calculus AB, Accelerated Algebra 2, Algebra 2, Geometry and Algebra 1 classes. My educational experiences include Bachelors of Mechanical Engineering from McGill University in Montreal, and Masters in Education from Harvard University. 
Educational Philosophy: I believe mathematics is a language that can help you understand the world, and I believe that every student can learn mathematics. My interest as a teacher is to find ways to help you succeed in learning this language of mathematics and to help you take responsibility for your own learning.

Communications:


Phone Number:  (916) 567-5640 x 6663

Email: 

    skel-artinian@natomas.k12.ca.us

My Web Site:
    http://natomasunified.org/ihs/teachers/sarkis-kel-artinian/
Homework assignment, test dates will be listed on my website. 
Textbook: 
This is a Scholar’s Analysis with Trig class. The course prepares students for the HL1 next year. The textbook is mostly used as a reference and to assign homework problems. It is the Blitzer PreCalculus 3E by Pearson. This is a soft cover textbook, and it is school’s property. Please be gentle with it. 
Grades:  
90 - 100 % is an A; 80 - 89% is a B; 70 - 79% is a C; 60 - 69% is a D; and below 60% is an F.  Grades are based primarily on tests, quizzes, and homework. There will be no retakes on tests or quizzes. Homework weighs 20% of the semester grade, Quizzes weigh 20%, Tests weigh 40% and the semester Final weighs 20%. A test or a quiz will be given almost every week.
Homework: 
Homework will be assigned every night and checked every day. Work must be done in pencil on white or recycled loose-leaf paper. A blue pen will be required for showing corrections to missed problems.
Calculator: 
The use of graphing calculators is mandated by the IB Board on the HL Exam. Part of the exam will be taken, however, with no calculator. This balance will be reflected in the course: a graphing calculator will be required, but will not be allowed on some tests and quizzes. Instruction will be given using the TI-84. (TI-89 not allowed.) 
Binder: 
A 3-ring binder for this course is required. It must have 4 sections as listed below. Binder will be checked once or twice each semester.


(1)  Class Notes


(2)  Assignments


(3)  Quizzes


(4)  Tests
School Policy: 
The school policy on attendance will be strictly enforced; a small component of the grades will be related to attendance. Students with excessive absences or tardies are typically removed from the class. The school policy on cheating will be strictly enforced. 
General Class Rules:  
There are only two rules in this class:  BE PREPARED and BE COURTEOUS.  Some applications of these two rules are listed below:
(1) BE PREPARED

a. Materials required EVERY DAY: text, binder, graphing calculator, pencil, and pen

b. Be in your seat and ready to start when the bell rings.


c. Listen carefully and follow directions.

(2)  BE COURTEOUS

a.  Raise your hand when you wish to speak.

b.  Treat every member of the classroom with respect and dignity.  

d.  Work quietly and remain in your seat until the bell at the end of class.

e.  No chewing gum in the classroom.
FINAL NOTE OF ENCOURAGEMENT:  Though Scholars Analysis is an advanced mathematics class which includes many abstract concepts, it will be structured to make your learning as enjoyable as possible.  Your best chance of success will come from doing your work every day and not getting behind.  Please see me as soon as possible when you need extra help.  Short frequent "bits" of extra help are far more beneficial than longer infrequent amounts.  We have a great year ahead of us together in Scholars Analysis! 
Sarkis Kel-Artinian
