Syllabus for Math 7

Jean Ludlam – jludlam@natomasunified.org

Phone: 916-567-5540

Course Objective:
This year students will build their previous math skills and knowledge to gain the foundation necessary for success in 8Th grade math and Algebra.  We will be incorporating the Common Core Standards and preparing for the Middle Years Program. Students work to problem-solve individually, in partners, and in groups.

Class Organization
The math is structured around the California State Standards for seventh grade following state, district, and school guidelines. Students will work with a variety of materials, methods, and strategies from several sources. The textbook issued by the school will be kept in the classroom for occasional classwork and as a reference tool. Students can tear out pages they do not complete in class in order to finish as homework and be returned the next day to receive credit for the assignment. 

Expectations
All Natomas Middle School rules, as noted in the Student Handbook, will apply in our classroom…

We Expect Students To:  
 Act respectful and responsible.  
Observe rules and be safe.  
· Be ready to learn.  
 Live the Panther Way.  
It is important that students take responsibility for using class time wisely and focusing on their education while we are together. We will work hard to have a positive classroom culture in many ways. Disruption of that culture will result in teacher assigned consequences. Initial disruption will result in warnings, redirection, and/or seat changes. Continued problems will result in reflection time outside the classroom, reflection essays, conferences, family contact, teacher suspensions, and/or administrative referrals. 

Supplies
Students will need these basic school supplies brought to class every day. If this is a problem, please let me know. 
· I provide ONE folder to store math homework and assignments.
· One spiral notebook is required for class notes and activities. ANYTHING WRITTEN IN THE MATH NOTEBOOK CAN BE USED ON THE TEST!
· MATH MUST BE DONE IN PENCIL – so students will need 2 or more pencils every day!
Students using mechanical pencils must supply their own lead and carry extra with them each day
· A pencil box or binder pouch isn’t required, but can be a helpful organization tool.
· Loose-leaf binder paper
· Ink pen for correcting work (MATH IS NOT TO BE DONE IN INK)

Classroom Procedures
There are classroom procedures in place to help us make the most of the fifty minutes we have each day for math. It is important students follow those procedures as outlined and practiced to support our learning environment, so that everyone gets the attention and education they deserve. Students show responsibility for their learning by asking questions when they do not understand the expectations, directions, or lessons.

Tardies
Students should be in the classroom door and seated by the bell. When they are not, the school tardy policy will apply. After the bell, I am requesting that all students are at a voice level zero (silent) while they complete a warm-up, write the assignment in their agenda, and/or while I am taking attendance.

Gum/Food
Gum is not allowed in class. Food should only be eaten in designated areas, never in class. Water bottles are allowed; however, sugary beverages are NOT.

Assignments/Grades
Grades are based on completion of assigned work and class participation as listed below:
			60% quizzes, tests, projects,
			40% homework, classwork, notes
			 
Any student caught cheating will receive a zero for that assignment/test. This applies to the person who copied and the person who allowed their work to be copied.
All graded work should be kept until grades are posted. Progress reports will be sent out according to the school calendar. Regularly checking Infinite Campus to verify assignments, credit, and grades is suggested.

Homework
Homework will usually consist of work that was started, but not finished, during class. Students can expect to have about a half-hour of homework Monday through Thursday, if classwork is not complete. Homework will be posted on the board and students can also write assignments in their planners each day. In this class, answers alone are not enough, math computations and explanations may be required to earn credit for their work. Please help your child learn math facts they don’t already know.

Assessments
Math understanding will be checked through in-class activities, quizzes, projects, and tests. Students who perform below expectations are allowed to retake quizzes and tests with additional study. This will require scheduling tutoring and the make-up assessment with the teacher.

Absences
With an excused absence, students may make up missed work for full credit. Students are given one extra day for each day missed. Missed exams must be made up within one week. Students can check with a classmate or see the Assignment Binder, Google Classroom, or the teacher to get what they have missed.

Late Work
Late work is accepted for up to two weeks after it is due, or until the end of the unit, which ever comes first. Late work will be given partial credit, if the work is not completed in full.

Extra Help
Students having trouble with math are encouraged to see me for extra help outside of class by arranging for help before school or after school on posted Tutoring Days. Please encourage your child to talk to me when she/he first begins having trouble. I will make every effort to support them and get them the help they need. Tutoring TBD (to be determined).

[bookmark: _GoBack]School Website
This year we have an additional resource to help students practice Math lessons and fact fluency skills. The website is called Moby Max, which students can access through a technological device at school, or at home. Moby Max is located on the Natomas Middle School website. Students use their log in information, which is the same information they use to log in to the computers at school. The log in and password information can be requested by a parent/guardian if an email is sent to jludlam@natomasunified.org. I recommend every scholar to practice Math Fluency each day, as the fluency skills are an important foundation to the content we will learn in class. 
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